
CLAYMONT—Archmere Academy's boys basketball history took center stage Saturday after-

noon with a pregame dedication to longtime coach and athletic director Vince J. Filliben.  

 

But St. Mark's took over the spotlight from there, jumping out to an early lead en route to a 39

-30 win over the Auks. 

 

More than 200 former players, coaches and officials turned out to honor Filliben as Archmere 

named its court for him. 

 

"I was a little startled," Filliben said of the turnout and ovation he received as he was escorted 

onto the court by Archmere's current varsity squad. "It was a surprise." 

 

A 1947 Archmere graduate, Filliben returned to the school in 1953, coaching basketball from 

1954-85, before retiring with 378 wins. 

 

But after the ceremony, the Spartans took over, going on a 10-2 run to open the game and es-

tablishing a lead they would hold throughout the low-scoring, defensive contest. 

 

Still, the Spartans (11-3) have work to do, said coach Nick Sanna. 

 

"We're going to have to clean it up. It was a sloppy game, and Archmere played real well on a 

special day," Sanna said. "But we're going to take the win, and we are going to rededicate our-

selves going forward into this last stretch." 

 

Archmere (9-4) put forth a good effort, said coach Rick Sheets. 

 

"The kids were really hustling," he said. "We put so much energy into defense and rebounding, 

but offensively we didn't shoot the ball well. But collectively it was a good effort." 
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HOCKESSIN—The Sanford School boys basketball team remained perfect after beating Hodg-

son 60-53 in a meeting of the state's top two teams. 

 

In front of a packed home gym, the No. 1 Warriors improved to 16-0. 

 

"We played awesome. They are a great team. They are very well coached, and it was big for us 

to come out and get the 'W,' " said junior Trevor Cooney, who led the Warriors with 19 points. 

"We just played a little better." 

 

Trailing by seven entering the fourth quarter, the No. 2 Silver Eagles (15-2) fought back to 

within four points in the increasingly physical game. 

 

"We maintained our composure down the stretch," said Sanford coach Stan Waterman. "We 

just remained disciplined. 

 

"I thought it was a well-played high school basketball game. Every time we come out, people 

are thinking about Trevor Cooney and Deon Jones, but guys like Stephen Poarch, Khallid Hart 

and Alex 

Carroll are all stepping up. We had a solid team effort." 

 

Jones added 18 points for Sanford and Poarch chipped in with 16. 

 

Hodgson coach Ed Sobocinski was pleased with the Silver Eagles' defense, but felt his offense 

was taken out of its game. 

 

"We played very hard, but we executed poorly. We didn't do a very good job running our of-

fense. We just took too many threes, and I think you have to credit their defense for getting us 

out of what we wanted to do." 
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GLASGOW—Caravel freshman Carolyn Szymanski pitched seven scoreless innings Saturday, 

striking out 12 in the Buccaneers' 7-0 victory over Hodgson. 

 

"They're a great team, and it's always a rivalry with them just five minutes down the road from 

us," said Caravel coach Randy Johnson. 

 

The top of order propelled the Caravel offense, combining for six hits and six RBIs to hand the 

Silver Eagles their first loss of the season. 

 

"We had some good pitching," said Hodgson coach Dave Morrow. "They beat us more than we 

beat ourselves. That top of the lineup killed us." 

 

Leadoff hitter Lindsey Reid went 3-for-4 with two RBIs. Her sister, Caroline Reid, hit third and 

went 2-for-4 with a two-run home run and three RBIs. 

 

"It was good to get in form. We started the scoring early, and those runs become huge down 

the stretch of the game," Caroline Reid said. "We're a good team, and we've been getting bet-

ter with each game." 

 

Johnson also gave credit to the defense. Szymanski allowed only four hits, none for extra 

bases. 

 

"Our pitching and catching is going really well," Johnson said. "If we play hard defense, not giv-

ing up any free runs, and if we score we'll win. 

 

"We always have to fight to take care of our own game. Today was a good day because we 

fought together." 

 

Senior Debra Donavan and junior Kenya McVay accounted for Hodgson's four hits, each going 

2-for-3 with two singles. 

 

The Silver Eagles (6-1) found positives, even in their first defeat. 

 

"We're in the building process, and this is a good measuring stick for us as a program," said 

Morrow, who graduated five seniors from last year's squad. "We still have got some ways to 

go, but I think we're getting there." 
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